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Dinumma deponens, Walker 1858  
(Erebidae) is here to stay
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On June 15, 2012, a fresh female specimen of Dinumma 
deponens Walker, 1858 was taken at gas station lights 
(34.893N, 80.26W) in Morganton, Fannin Co., in north 
Georgia by Paul Dennehy and James Adams (see the Fall 
2012 News of the Lepidopterists’ Society, Vol. 54: No. 3, 
page 104).  This location is quite rural, along a state high-
way about 100 miles north of Atlanta.  The specimen was 
identified (by photograph) by Alberto Zilli.  This was the 
first record of the species from the United States.  The spe-
cies’ known range (prior to this record) is “from India across 
E. China to Japan, Korea and to Thailand” (Alberto Zilli, 
pers. comm.), though not Borneo.  It was not at all clear 
why an introduced specimen of this moth would show up 
at such an out of the way place half way around the world. 

A little searching on the internet revealed that the larval 
food plants of Dinumma Walker, and the species Dinumma 
deponens, are members of the genus Albizia Durazz. (Mi-
mosa).  Mimosa is extensively planted and naturalized 
throughout north Georgia and indeed much of the south-
eastern U.S., so the presence of the moth could indicate an 
established population, though at the time it was impos-
sible to be sure.

The record was reported to Don  
Lafontaine and Christian 
Schmidt at the Canadian Na-
tional Collection, and they in-
cluded it in the species list for 
additions and corrections to the 
check list of North American 
Noctuoidea in Zookeys (2013), 
mainly based on the assump-
tion that if it did indeed feed on 
Albizia, then the isolated speci-
men was probably a representa-
tive of an established popula-
tion yet to be discovered.

In 2013, there have been 
several new records of D.  
deponens from several states in 
the southeastern U.S. (Fig. 1), 
indicating that the species is 
clearly established in the U.S.  
These additional records are as 
follows:

ALABAMA:  Seven specimens from Jefferson Co., collected 
by Peter Van Zandt all from mixed oak hickory forest near 
disturbed, urban habitats:  three specimens from Ruffner 
(Irondale, 33.514N, 86.859W) -- June 11 (female), July 16 
(male, Fig. 2), and July 19 (male); two specimens  from 
the Birmingham-Southern College campus (33.514N, 
86.859W) -- July 16 (male) and August 27 (male); and two 
male specimens from the Turkey Creek Nature Preserve 
(33.7N, 86.705W), both on September 27.  There was an 
additional specimen photographed in southeastern Lee 
Co., at Smiths Station, just to the northwest of Columbus, 
Georgia by Robb Herrington on September 23.

NORTH CAROLINA:  Three male specimens from a rural 
area in Cabarrus Co., around 2.6 miles ESE from the center 
of Concord (35.395N, 80.356W), collected by Darryl Willis 
-- July 20, July 26 and August 13.  An additional speci-
men was observed at bait on July 23 but was not collected. 

SOUTH CAROLINA:  One female specimen from Green-
ville Co., in eastern Greenville on the SW quadrant of the 
intersection of Pleasantburg Dr. and Keith Dr. (34.848N, 
82.362W) on vegetation by a UV bucket trap, collected by 
Tom Neal on July 14.

Figure 1. Known records for Dinumma deponens from  
the southeastern United States
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Figure 3.  Female Dinumma deponens from Knox Co.
Tennessee (Photo by Audrey Hoff)

TENNESSEE: One female specimen (Fig. 3) from north-
eastern Knox Co. (36.105N, 83.923W) TN, in a suburban 
area, photographed by Audrey Hoff, on August 11.

As you can see in Figure 1, the original 2012 record is cen-
trally located in relation to the 2013 known records.  This 
may indicate that the original introduction was in Georgia 
and that the moth is (quickly) dispersing out from that lo-
cation.  A quick look at the USDA Natural Resources Con-
servation Service Plants Database website indicates that 
Albizia, specifically the Silktree (A. julibrissin Durazz.) 
is naturalized across the southeastern U.S., widespread 
westward at least into eastern Texas and Oklahoma, 
northward into the southern half of Illinois and in a few 
counties in southern Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and on 
Long Island, New York.  There are a few additional loca-
tions for A. julibrisin further north and west. This would 
indicate that D. deponens could disperse through much if 
not all of this area, depending on the temperature toler-
ances of the moth.   A second Albizia species, Woman’s 
tongue (A. lebbeck (L.) Benth.) is rather widespread in 
Florida and could conceivably be used by D. deponens that 
disperse into Florida.

The dates of capture are for all months from June to Septem-
ber, with gaps in sightings/captures at the moment of June 
16-July 13, July 27-August 10, and August 28-September 
22.  It is impossible to know for certain if this indicates 
monthly broods at this point, but it does seem as though 
the moth may have multiple broods here in the southeast-
ern U.S.  If you live in areas where Albizia is common, 
be looking for this moth to arrive in the near future.  
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Figure 2. Male Dinumma deponens from Ruffner (Irondale), 
Jefferson Co., Alabama (Photo by Christi Jaeger)


